
PAUNTLEY VILLAGE HALL 

 

INFORMATION FOR GUIDING GROUPS  

CAMPING AT THE HALL 

 

Please refer to the Hiring Agreement and Information Sheet for information regarding the 

hire of the hall. 

 

FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT AT THE HALL 

Main Hall 

The hall is fully equipped with tables and chairs, which are stored in the store room.  

 

Kitchen 

The kitchen is equipped with a fridge freezer, electric cooker, microwave, kettles and 

toaster.  Water is heated by the water heater over the sink – please switch this on a little 

while before you need hot water.  Do not adjust the temperature control on the front of 

the heater as this may result in water which is dangerously hot. 

Kitchen equipment includes plenty of crockery, cutlery and glasses, colour-coded 

chopping boards, knives, cooking utensils, saucepans, frying pans, measuring jugs, 

baking trays, bowls, weighing scales, colander etc. 

 

Toilets 

The water for the sinks in the toilets is heated by the water heaters on the wall.  Hand 

dryers are located just inside the entrances to both toilets.  Please note that there are no 

showers at the hall – the nearest are at Newent Leisure Centre. 

 

Waste Collections and Recycling 

The black waste bin is collected from outside the hall on alternate Monday mornings.  We 

do not have a recycling bin at the hall but any items for recycling can be placed in the 

container in the kitchen for collection.  Items that can be recycled include paper, 

cardboard, some plastic (please check the labels), glass and clean aluminium foil.  Please 

ensure all recycling items are clean before putting them in the container. 

 

 

 



Garden Furniture 

Garden furniture is stored in the shed. A metal fire-pit is also stored in the shed – please 

ensure that you use this if you are lighting a fire outside. 

 

Mobile Telephones and Internet Access 

We do not at present have wi-fi at the hall.  Some mobile telephones do not have a signal 

so it is worth checking before you come which networks can be accessed.   

 

Smoke Alarms 

Smoke alarms are fitted in the hall. 

 

Projection Equipment 

We have a large pull-down screen in the hall – the pole to pull it down hangs on the wall 

behind the store room door.  Our DVD and amplifier can be available for group leaders 

to use – please let us know if so. 

 

Camp Fires and Barbecues 

Please use the metal fire-pit provided for camp fires.  These should be located to the rear 

of the hall, on the grassed area.  Fires are not permitted in the car park area. 

Please respect our neighbours and ensure that you do not make excessive noise late into 

the evening. 

 

Defibrillators 

Pauntley has two defibrillators, one in the telephone kiosk in Pool Hill and one on the 

external wall of the village hall in Brand Green.   

 

If someone collapses and you are in any doubt as to whether they are breathing normally, 

call 999 to ensure the emergency services are on their way.  Remember that it is not easy 

to locate properties in rural areas, even with a postcode.  The grid reference may enable 

them to reach you more quickly.  The grid reference for the hall is SO740284.   

 

Our defibrillators are on the emergency services register, so if you call 999 you may be 

asked to fetch one of them in case it is needed.  If you are out and about and the Pool Hill 

defibrillator is nearer to you, they will give you a code to access this.  The defibrillator at 

the village hall in Brand Green does not need a code to access it. 

 

Someone should always stay with the patient so if you are a 'lone rescuer', use our Village 

Emergency Telephone Scheme (VETS).  A number of local volunteers can be contacted 

by ringing a single number, which rings them all simultaneously until one picks up the 

call.  They will then be able to fetch the defibrillator and bring it to you.  These are all 



volunteers, and it cannot be guaranteed that someone will be available but with ten 

volunteers in the scheme we hope that one will be able to assist you. 

Our VETS number is 01531 888020 

Please make a note of this number or put it into your mobile phone. 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 



PAUNTLEY PARISH 

Buses 

The only buses running in Pauntley now are Community Transport buses.  These goes 

into Ledbury twice weekly, on a Tuesday and Friday, and into Newent twice weekly on 

a Monday and Thursday.  Timetables are in this folder.   

 

The Book Box in Brand Green 

 

A short walk, turning left out of the hall grounds, is our re-used red telephone kiosk, 

which now houses a ‘library’ of books which can be borrowed. 

 

The Church of St John the Evangelist 

Our lovely Norman church is set in a peaceful and elevated setting close to Pauntley Court 

and within walking distance of the village hall.  Pauntley Court was the home of the 

Whittington family from the 14th century and believed to be the birthplace of Dick 

Whittington, who was presumably baptised here in Pauntley Church.  The church is well-

known for its beautiful south doorway of the Dymock school of carving. 

 

The south doorway at Pauntley Church 

 

For more information, including the survey of memorials and inscriptions at the church, 

and for details of services and other events, please see the church's website: 

 

www.pauntleychurch.btck.co.uk 

http://www.pauntleychurch.btck.co.uk/


Pauntley’s First World War Memorial 

Inside the church, on the south wall, is small memorial tablet commemorating the men of 

the parish who died in the First World War.  It is not a grand monument like some war 

memorials, and is very simply and plainly executed.  Only the initials and surnames of 

the men are recorded, together with a simple inscription. 

A few documents of the Diocese of Gloucester survive, telling the story behind the 

erection of this memorial tablet.  They tell of a petition dated 4 April 1920, filed in the 

Consistorial Court of Gloucester by the Reverend William Swain Irving, Vicar of 

Oxenhall with Pauntley, “for a grant of a faculty for: 

1. The erection of a memorial tablet of Hopton Wood Stone on the South Wall of 

the  Parish Church  of  Pauntley, in memory of those of the Parish who made the supreme 

sacrifice for their country in the Great War, 1914-1918, and to bear the following 

inscription: 

In Memory of those of this Parish who made the 

supreme sacrifice for their Country in the Great War 

1914-1918 

W.G.Allsopp                                                    F.Leighton 

A.A.Bowkett                                                    F.Philpotts 

G.Burlow                                                         J.S.Savagar 

E.H.Lane                                                         E.G.S. Shayle 

H.J.Lane 

Their name liveth for evermore 

 

2. The placing of a pair of brass standard candlesticks in the chancel of the Parish Church 

of Pauntley.” 

The petition was approved at a vestry meeting of 16 March 1920, certified by Rev’d 

Irving, the Parish Warden John L Stelfox, the Diocese Warden Thomas Stelfox and Major 

William Thackwell.  The cost was to be met by public subscription of £25 and the 

remainder was to be paid for by the Rev’d Irving, who also paid for the candlesticks as 

his ‘personal offering’.  The petition was approved and stonemasons Friths of Gloucester 

were commissioned to carry out the work, their brief sketch plan for the tablet appearing 

in the documents.  The Rev’d Irving was at the time vicar of both Oxenhall and Pauntley, 

living at The Vicarage, now Oxen Hall, in Oxenhall.  As owners of the Walden Court 

Estate, the Stelfoxes were important landowners in the parish.  Major Thackwell, who 

lived at The White House, was also a prominent local figure and Justice of the Peace. 

The memorial was unveiled and dedicated on Sunday 19 June 1920.  A short report of the 

event appeared in the Gloucester Journal of Saturday 26 June 1920, as follows: 

UNVEILING OF WAR MEMORIAL 

“St John’s Church, Pauntley, was crowded with parishioners and friends on Sunday, when 

the Rev. Gethyn Jones (curate of Newent) preached the dedication sermon at the unveiling 

of the memorial tablet which has been erected by public subscription, and which bears 



the following inscription:  To the memory of those of the parish who made the supreme 

sacrifice for the country in the Great War, 1914-1918.  W.G.Allsopp, A.A. Bowkett, G. 

Burlow, E.H. Lane, H.J. Lane, T. Leighton, F. Philpotts, I.S. Savagar (sic), E. 

Shayle.  ‘Their name liveth for evermore’.  This design was carried out by Mr Arthur 

Frith, sculptor, of Gloucester.  It is of polished Hopton Wood stone and harmonises most 

appropriately with the surroundings.” 

The little church would indeed have been crowded, as the report indicates, if all the 

families in the parish were present, as the small church presently seats about 90 at most – 

about half of the population of the parish at the time.  Perhaps there was also a choir, as 

there was certainly one in the 1940s when the young Anne Solesbury (nee Hinds) was a 

member along with about 10 other boys and girls.  However, we have to imagine the 

scene as, sadly, no photograph was included with the report and none has yet come to 

light from any other source. 

A book telling the story of the men commemorated on our war memorial, price £5.00, is 

available from Lesley Harding at lesleyharding122@gmail.com and copies are also 

available in the church.  All proceeds go to Pauntley Church. 
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Boundary Markers 

 

In rural areas such as Pauntley, natural features such as trees or rivers often formed the 

boundaries of the parish.  The River Leadon forms the boundary of Pauntley on its north 

and east with Dymock and with Redmarley. Pauntley also has several large trees which 

were planted to act as boundary markers.  Perhaps the most prominent of these is the large 

pollarded oak tree just outside Pauntley C of E Primary School.  It marked the boundary 

between Pauntley parish and Newent parish at this point, which was an important factor 

in the siting of the school.  

This boundary, which at one time bisected Pool Hill, was altered late in the 20th century 

so that Pool Hill now falls entirely within Pauntley.  Although this tree is itself several 

hundred years old, it has replaced the original (or possibly even several originals) that 

would have been planted at this point.  

 

 

 

 



Local Walks In Pauntley 

 

Pauntley has many footpaths, marked on the footpath map displayed in the hall.  Some 

local walks are listed here and on the leaflets in this folder. 

 

Ketford Daffodil Bank is a Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve, which is worth quite 

a long walk in the early spring, to see the wild daffodils.  This forms part of one of the 

Poets’ Paths in the area, named after the Dymock Poets who lived in the area around the 

time of the First World War (see the information sheet in this folder).  The walk starts at 

Ketford Bridge – SO729307. 

 

Brand Green Fruit Farm has pick-your-own soft fruit in the summer, along with plums, 

apples and pears for sale in the late summer/autumn.  This is an easy walk from the hall 

at SO748275 – turn left out of the hall grounds. 

 

Pool Hill to Huntsmans Bridge 

This walk from the bottom of Pool Hill follows streams and ponds down to the River 

Leadon (see the leaflet in this folder).  The walk starts at SO730295. 

 

Collinpark Wood, Brand Green 

This Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust reserve is an easy walk from the hall – turn left out 

of the hall grounds.  Please note that not all of the wood is open to the public but the 

reserve itself is marked by an information board at the entrance.  It can be quite muddy 

along the tracks in wet weather so good shoes or wellies are needed. 

https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/nature-reserves/collin-park-wood 

 

See the leaflets in this folder for more details of walks in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gloucestershirewildlifetrust.co.uk/nature-reserves/collin-park-wood


NEWENT 

Doctor 

The doctor’s surgery is located in Newent at Holts Health Centre on Watery Lane.  

Telephone 01531 820689. 

http://www.newentdoctors.nhs.uk/contact1.aspx 

 

Leisure Centre 

The Newent Leisure Centre (Freedom Leisure) is located at Newent Community School 

on Watery Lane.  Facilities include a swimming pool, sports hall and gym.  Showers are 

also available here.  Telephone 01531 821519. 

https://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/centres/freedom-leisure-newent/ 

A larger swimming pool is located in Ledbury at Halo Leisure on Lawnside Road. 

Telephone 01531 682890. 

https://haloleisure.org.uk/centres/herefordshire/ledbury-swimming-pool 

 

Shops 

Unfortunately we no longer have a milk delivery in Pauntley. 

Newent has a good range of shops including a Post Office, several supermarkets, baker, 

butcher, greengrocer, stationers, library and several cafes.  We no longer have a bank but 

the Post Office (opposite the church on Church Lane) can provide most banking services, 

and there are cashpoints at the larger CoOp supermarket past the market hall and at the 

Nisa supermarket. 

The Newent Friday Market is held on Friday mornings from 9.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m. at 

the Newent Memorial Hall just past the Market Hall.  Lots of local produce is available, 

including meat, bread, eggs, cakes and local crafts. 

 

There is a community shop and café at Bromsberrow Heath which is open daily (mornings 

only at weekends).  Post Office services are also available here from 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 

p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

https://www.theshopatbromsberrow.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.newentdoctors.nhs.uk/contact1.aspx
https://www.freedom-leisure.co.uk/centres/freedom-leisure-newent/
https://haloleisure.org.uk/centres/herefordshire/ledbury-swimming-pool
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FURTHER AFIELD 

 

Some leaflets are enclosed at the back of the folder, with information on places to go in 

the area.  Just a few of those nearest to us are: 

 

The International Birds of Prey Centre in Newent 

Bouldson House, Newent, GL18 1JJ.  Turn right down Watery Lane in Newent and follow 

the road to Cliffords Mesne.   

This is normally open daily from 10.30 a.m. to 17.30 p.m. but check their website out of 

the holiday period. 

01531 820286 

http://www.icbp.org/ 

 

Puzzle Wood, Coleford 

Perrygrove Road, Coleford GL16 8QB. 

01594 833187 

https://www.puzzlewood.net/ 

 

Dean Heritage Centre 

Camp Mill, Soudley, Forest of Dean GL14 2UB. 

 

https://www.deanheritagecentre.com/ 

 

Goodrich Castle 

Goodrich, Ross-on-Wye HR9 6HY. 

01600 890538 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/goodrich  

 

Clearwell Caves 

Near Coleford, GL16 8JR 

01594 832535 

https://clearwellcaves.com/ 

 

http://www.icbp.org/
https://www.puzzlewood.net/
https://www.deanheritagecentre.com/
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/goodrich
https://clearwellcaves.com/


A Bit Further Afield 

 

Slimbridge Wetland Centre 

WWT Slimbridge, Bowditch, Slimbridge, Gloucestershire GL2 7BT 

01453 891900 

https://www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/slimbridge# 

 

Cattle Country Adventure Farm Park 

Berkeley Heath Farm, Berkeley, Gloucestershire GL13 9EW 

01453 810510 

https://www.cattlecountry.co.uk/ 

 

 

https://www.wwt.org.uk/wetland-centres/slimbridge
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