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PAUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes  of  a  meeting  of  Pauntley  Parish  Council  held  in  Pauntley  Village  Hall  on  Monday 3
February 2014 at 7.45 pm.

Present: Councillor Mrs B Bainbridge, Chairman; Councillors Mrs A Rawson, Mr J Stallard,
Mr N Fowke, Mrs J Trevail, Mr P Chapman, Mrs C Philipps

In attendance:  The Clerk, Mrs L Harding

Two members of the public were present.

1.     TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES AND ACCEPTABLE REASONS FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies.  

2.        TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATION OF PERSONAL OR PREJUDICIAL INTEREST
IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

There were no declarations of personal or prejudicial interest in items on the agenda.

3.  TO  RECEIVE  REGISTERS  OF  MEMBERS  INTERESTS  FORMS  FROM
COUNCILLORS APPOINTED IN NOVEMBER 2013.

3.       TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11 NOVEMBER 2013

The minutes of the meeting held on 11 November 2013 were approved.

4.      TO DEAL WITH ANY ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE
MEETING

The Clerk has written to Calor Gas to thank them for the donation of the barbecue.

5. TO  RECEIVE  THE  RESIGNATIONS  OF  RODNEY  GOSLING  AND  JOHN
MULLINGER AS PARISH COUNCILLORS FOR PAUNTLEY

The resignations of Rodney Gosling and John Mullinger as Parish Councillors for Pauntley
were received.  

6.       TO  RESOLVE  ON THE CO-OPTION OF JEANETTE  TREVAIL  AS  PARISH
COUNCILLOR FOR PAUNTLEY

It was unanimously resolved that Jeanette Trevail should be co-opted as Parish Councillor for
Pauntley.
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7.       TO  RESOLVE  ON  THE  CO-OPTION  OF  PAUL  CHAPMAN  AS  PARISH
COUNCILLOR FOR PAUNTLEY

It was unanimously resolved that Paul Chapman should be co-opted as Parish Councillor for
Pauntley.

8. TO  RESOLVE  ON  THE  CO-OPTION  OF  CHRIS  PHILIPPS  AS  PARISH
COUNCILLOR FOR PAUNTLEY
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It was unanimously resolved that Chris Philipps should be co-opted as Parish Councillor for
Pauntley.

The three new councillors were issued with information packs and the Clerk will send the
Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms to the District Council.

9.       FINANCE

a)       The Clerk reported that the balance at the bank at 31 October was £4,773.33.
This  includes  £827.80 held for  the  village hall,  leaving £4,295.   This  is  more  than
anticipated in the budget, due to underspend in some areas in the last financial year.
This should, however, allow money to be carried over to meet potential election costs in
2015.

b)       It was resolve to pay expenses of £67.38 to the Clerk.
c)       The revised Job Description for the Clerk, to include responsibilities for the

Village Hall, was approved and it was resolve to make an increased salary payment of
one additional hour a week to cover this additional work.  This will be implemented
with effect from 1 December 2013.  The Clerk is keeping a log of work to ascertain
whether this estimate of additional time is correct.

d)       The Clerk will not now attend the ‘Clerks - More Knowledge’ course with
GAPTC as further more relevant courses have now been announced for 2014 and will
be considered at the next meeting.

e)       It was resolved to pay GAPTC £7.60 for 8 copies of the revised booklet ‘The
Good Councillor’s Guide’, which has been given to all councillors.

f)       The draft budget for 2014-2015 was considered.  It was resolved to maintain
the level of grant to the Village Hall at £500 for the coming year.  No other projects
were considered likely and it was therefore resolved to agree the draft budget.  There
was discussion of the level  of precept to be requested,  in light of  both the potential
capping of precept increases at 2% and the District Council’s proposal to  reduce the
amount of Local Council Tax Support Grant that makes up a proportion of the precept
that is received from them.  It was agreed that, although the projected balance at the end
of  this  financial  year  is  more  than would  normally be  carried  forward,  it  would be
unwise to reduce the precept  in case an election is  required for 2015,  for which no
sufficient  precept  increase would be allowed to cover these additional costs.   It  was
therefore resolved to request the precept at the current level of £3,950. 

The Clerk will ascertain whether the external auditors are required to notify the Parish
Council should they be asked questions by electors on the accounts that might result in
costs for the Council.

10.     TO REPORT ON EXISTING PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

a)    Barn Farm, Ketford – application for Lawful Development Certificate for the occupation
of  Barn  Farm  without  compliance  with  the  agricultural  occupancy  condition.
Permission has been granted.
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b)   Walnut Farm Building, Brand Green – discharge of conditions (03) materials and (06)
landscaping of planning permission P1322/11/FUL.   Permission has been granted.

c) Little Ketford Farm – proposed two storey extension.  A decision is awaited.

11.      TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM NEWLAND PARISH COUNCIL FOR A
LETTER  TO  BE  SENT  TO  THE  FOREST  OF  DEAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL
REGARDING FUNDING AND PRECEPTS FOR 2014-2015 AND TO RESOLVE ON
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WHETHER TO WRITE IN SUPPORT OF THEIR REQUEST

Councillors considered that a legal challenge to the District Council’s proposal to amend the
basis in which the precept is paid would have little chance of succeeding and could involve
considerable legal costs.  It was resolved not to write in support on this issue.

12.     TO CONSIDER AND RESOLVE ON WHETHER ANY COMMUNICATION SHOULD
BE  SENT  TO  SUPERMARKETS  REGARDING  SPEEDS  OF  THEIR  DELIVERY
VANS THROUGH THE PARISH, AS RAISED BY COUNCILLOR FOWKE AT THE
LAST MEETING.

It was agreed that many delivery vans drive through the parish at unacceptable speeds but that
it would be difficult to target those responsible.  This issue will be considered again at future
meetings.

13.    TO RECEIVE CORRESPONDENCE AS FOLLOWS AND AGREE A RESPONSE OR
OTHER ACTION WHERE APPROPRIATE:

a) Letter  from  the  Department  for  Communities  and  Local  Government  regarding  ‘Our
Place’.  No response is required.   

14.    TO AGREE THE DATES OF MEETINGS OF PAUNTLEY PARISH COUNCIL FOR
2014

          The meetings for February and April will be held on Monday 3 February and Tuesday 15
April.  The dates of future meetings for 2014 will be set at the February meeting.  Start times
will be notified.

15.     TO CONSIDER ANY OTHER URGENT RELEVANT BUSINESS

There was no other urgent relevant business.

Signed……………………………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………………………………….
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